
Opportunities to improve broadband availability and internet connectivity 
are coming to Michigan through recent federal climate investments. Even in 
areas of Michigan that have broadband access, digital equity is limited due 
to affordability issues. Too many Michiganders need home internet service, 
which limits their educational and employment opportunities, access to 
healthcare services, and access to timely information about emergencies 
and climate disasters.

Fewer people have internet access in Detroit than anywhere else in the 
country. Nearly 43% of Detroit households and an estimated 70% of Detroit 
school children lack home internet access.1 Elsewhere in Michigan, about a 
third of all households lack internet access due to broadband availability or 
affordability.2

The Infrastructure and Investment Jobs Act, in particular, has created 
new funding opportunities to improve broadband access and internet 
connectivity.

Internet Affordability
•	 The Affordable Connectivity Program offered subsidies of up to 

$30 per month for Michigan households, and $75 for households 
located in Tribal areas, to make internet service more affordable. An 
estimated 1.6 million households across Michigan were eligible, and as 
of October 2023, about 80,000 households had enrolled in the program. 
Unfortunately, funding for this program ended on June 1, 2024 and has 
yet to be renewed by Congress. Extending funding for the Affordable 
Connectivity Program could make a significant difference for those 
households lacking affordable internet services.3

Broadband Availability
•	 In 2023, Michigan was awarded nearly $1.6 billion through the 

Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program. The 
grant funding is expected to dramatically expand access to affordable 
high-speed internet to an estimated 230,000 eligible underserved 
households across the state. Planning for the statewide distribution of 
these funds is now underway, with anticipated rollout in mid-2025. Funds 
may be used to provide digital literacy education and training, to support 

remote learning and healthcare service access, to offer job training and technology support, 
and to subsidize internet subscriptions in underserved areas. Genesee County, home to Flint, 
has formed a Broadband Task Force to take advantage of this opportunity.4 

•	 The Peninsula Fiber Network was awarded $61 million through the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act’s Middle Mile Grant Program to improve internet connectivity 
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4  Executive Office of the Governor, “Gov. Whitmer Announces More than 200,000 Michiganders will Gain Access to High-Speed Internet Under 
Historic Funding from Biden Administration,” June 26, 2023; U.S. Department of Commerce, National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, “Internet for All: Frequently Asked Questions and Answers Version 6.0, Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) 
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https://urbanlab.umich.edu/project/mapping-detroits-digital-divide/
https://codtableau.detroitmi.gov/t/DoIT-Data-Public/views/TheStateofDigitalEquity/DigitalEquityMap?%3Adisplay_count=n&amp%3B%3Aembed=y&amp%3B%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&amp%3B%3AshowVizHome=no&amp%3B%3Atoolbar=no&amp%3Bpublish=yes
https://codtableau.detroitmi.gov/t/DoIT-Data-Public/views/TheStateofDigitalEquity/DigitalEquityMap?%3Adisplay_count=n&amp%3B%3Aembed=y&amp%3B%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&amp%3B%3AshowVizHome=no&amp%3B%3Atoolbar=no&amp%3Bpublish=yes
https://gandernewsroom.com/2023/04/05/what-michigan-has-gotten-out-of-bidens-infrastructure-law-so-far/
https://gandernewsroom.com/2023/04/05/what-michigan-has-gotten-out-of-bidens-infrastructure-law-so-far/
https://gandernewsroom.com/2023/11/15/two-years-in-heres-what-bidens-infrastructure-law-has-done-for-michigan/
https://gandernewsroom.com/2023/11/15/two-years-in-heres-what-bidens-infrastructure-law-has-done-for-michigan/
https://www.fcc.gov/acp#:~:text=Due%20to%20a%20lack%20of,longer%20receive%20an%20ACP%20discount
https://www.fcc.gov/acp#:~:text=Due%20to%20a%20lack%20of,longer%20receive%20an%20ACP%20discount
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/06/26/whitmer-announces-more-than-200000-michiganders-will-gain-access-to-high-speed-internet
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/06/26/whitmer-announces-more-than-200000-michiganders-will-gain-access-to-high-speed-internet
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/Broadband_Equity_Access_Deployment_Program_Frequently_Asked_Questions_Version_6.0.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/Broadband_Equity_Access_Deployment_Program_Frequently_Asked_Questions_Version_6.0.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/bureaus-agencies/mihi/funding-opportunities/bead
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/bureaus-agencies/mihi/funding-opportunities/bead
https://www.mlive.com/news/flint/2023/06/genesee-county-task-force-will-push-to-expand-access-to-high-speed-broadband.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/flint/2023/06/genesee-county-task-force-will-push-to-expand-access-to-high-speed-broadband.html
https://www.geneseecountymi.gov/government/high_speed_broadband/index.php
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2024/08/30/white-house-michigan-detroit-internet-for-all-funding/74982661007/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2024/08/30/white-house-michigan-detroit-internet-for-all-funding/74982661007/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyylgGx1rMs


and affordability in underserved areas of the state. One of the projects 
to be developed with these funds is an overland fiber route providing 
access to rural communities located  between Port Huron and Flint.5

5  Executive Office of the Governor, “Gov. Whitmer Announces Michigan Wins Funding to Build 525 
Miles of High-Speed Internet, Lowering Costs for Michiganders,” June 16, 2023.
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https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/06/16/whitmer-announces-michigan-wins-funding-to-build-525-miles-of-high-speed-internet
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/06/16/whitmer-announces-michigan-wins-funding-to-build-525-miles-of-high-speed-internet

